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Draper Calls on Country Labor to Stand up for 

Rural Communities 
22nd October 2003 

 
Member for Tamworth has called on Country Labor to convince their Federal colleagues that 
an Ethanol industry is important in securing the future for rural and regional communities. 
 
Federal Labor has announced their opposition to the subsidy for ethanol, effectively 
sounding the death knell for the industry should Labor win Government at next years 
election. 
 
“ Country towns are still struggling under the effects of the ongoing drought, and this 
announcement could not come at a more inopportune time,” said Mr Draper. 
 
“ There has been an enormous amount of work done in Gunnedah to progress the 
development of an ethanol plant in the area, and Federal Labor’s announcement makes it 
clear that the future of Gunnedah, its farming community and also employment in the area 
are of little consequence.” 
 
“ If there was ever a time for Country Labor to stand up and prove their relevance in country 
areas, the time has just arrived. Country Labor needs to point out that the ethanol industry is 
ecologically sound, it delivers good environmental outcomes, and with farmers in the 
Gunnedah area facing dramatic water reform, the ethanol industry could well be their 
saviour.” 
 
“ This decision by Federal Labor will hurt country towns like Gunnedah and Quirindi that are 
both committed to building ethanol processing plants. Country Labor must stand up to their 
Federal colleagues against this anti country policy shift.”    
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